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The People
The Chinese civilization also, like other ancient
civilizations of the world, was riparian and arose and
developed in the basin of the great Hwang-ho, the
life-giving Yellow River. The name of the Yellow
River in China has been mentioned for millenniums
with considerable fear as it is associated with the
havoc of devastating floods, which have dislodged
millions from their original homes and compelled
them to move north and south in search of food in
course of the eventual famine. All the same, it has
been the birth-place and cradle of a great civilization
the coherence and continuity of which has been pecu-
liar to the land of China. That continuity has not
terminated even to-day, at a distance of some five
thousand years since its traditional history is supposed
to have begun.
True, that the north and the north-west of China
have always had restive nomads and that the world
has recieved its destructive pests and perils from that
direction, once inhabited by the Yueh-chi, Hiung-
nu, and the Mongols, the Chinese of the Hwang-ho
basin have normally been a settled people. In the
absence of a fixed settlement it could not have been
possible for them to have built up the great culture
of their land. There is no doubt about the fact that
like all other peoples of the world the Chinese also
have had to suffer a free mixing of alien blood inci-
dental to constant movements of ethnic units, yet they
have always retained their basic Mongoloid features,
and yellow colour. This fact amply discredits the
numerous suggestions of their having been originally
a brunette people. Various original homes have
been suggested for the main Chinese stock., namely
India, Sumer, Egypt, Persia. The records and tradi-
tions of the Chinese people also are completely silent
and do ^not give any indication of their immigration
into China from outside. In fact the anthropological